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drown his uncertainty and unhappiness . . . but they would
not drown. When he returned to Glen Ellen his friends
hardly knew him. Eliza said he was not the same man. He
had grown fat, his ankles were swollen, his face bloated, his
eyes lack-lustre. He who had always looked so boyish now
looked many years past his age. He was morose, despondent,
in pain. Only occasionally did he invite his cronies up to
the ranch for a pressed duck dinner. Drifting, completely
off balance, he was seen drunk in Oakland, caused scenes-in
public places.

Shortly after his return he went to Bessie's home in
Piedmont, for he at last realised that he had been cruel, that
the loss of his children had been his own fault. In return
for two small endowment policies which would not fall
due for several years, he offered to double her allowance.
Bessie accepted. The former husband and wife had a tender
meeting in which he said, "If you ever need me, and I am
at the end of the earth, I will come back to you." Bessie
answered, "I don't think I will ever need you, Jack, but if
I ever do, I will send for you."

Aside from Eliza there was only one human being he
loved and trusted completely: "Nakata, for six or seven
years you have been with me night and day. You have been
with rne through every danger over the whole world. Storm
$nd violent death have been common in your and my
experience. I remember the times in storms when you stood
nobly by. I remember the hours of sickness when you
nursed me. I remember the hours of fun when you laughed
with me and I laughed with you." Nakata, leaving " Master"
to study dentistry in Honolulu, replied, " You sheltered me
and fed me, you have stayed up all night to save me when I
was helpless with fish poisoning. You took your valuable
time and taught me how to write and read. You have
introduced me to your guests and friends as your friend and
son. You have treated me as your son. This beautiful
relationship was made by ' your big heart.' " And so, with
Nakata, his Japanese servant, Jack found the only son, the
only son's love he was to know. When Eliza said to him,